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Carjacking 

 

You may have heard on the news that there has 

been a recent spike in carjackings across the 

country and here in northeast Ohio.  Earlier this 

month an 18-year-old man was charged with two 

armed carjackings – one in Cuyahoga Falls and the 

other in Solon – in the span of two hours.   

 

Early Thursday morning, two men carjacked a man as he was leaving the Shell Gas 

Station on Brecksville Road. Fortunately, the driver cooperated, no one was injured, and 

the investigation continues.   

Carjacking is a crime of opportunity – it knows no boundaries.  Having a vehicle stolen is 

bad enough, but a carjacking is a potentially more dangerous crime.  

 

In the Solon and in Cuyahoga Falls cases, the victim’s cars were rear-ended and when 

they got out, two men brandished weapons and demanded their keys. Again, both drivers 

cooperated and were not injured 

Each car theft and carjacking is different, but police have this general advice:  

• If a car thief threatens you, give up your vehicle – don’t argue.  Your life is too 

precious.  

• Always keep car doors locked – not only when you are driving, but when you are at 

work, running errands, parked on a street, or at home.  

• Never leave your keys or fob in the car – not even when your vehicle is parked in 

your driveway or garage.  
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The Interstate 480 Valley View Bridge Deck Replacement Project will require some traffic 

detours starting this weekend:   

 

• I-77 north and south to I-480 east will be closed on Friday, August 19, at 

10 PM through Saturday, August 20, at 7 AM for pavement work.  

o Detour will be I-480 westbound to Granger Rd. to I-480 eastbound 

• I-480 east to Transportation Blvd. will be closed on Friday, August 19, at 

10 PM through Saturday, August 20, at 7 AM for pavement work.  

o Detour will utilize Granger Rd. 

 

Independence Fire Department  

Firefighter/Paramedics respond to a wide variety of calls from house fires and traffic 

accidents to medical emergencies that may include respiratory distress. 

This week the Cleveland Clinic Critical Care Transport team brought its airway simulation 

lab to the fire station to demonstrate airway management techniques from the basics to 

more invasive procedures. Airway management is critical during an emergency.  

 



 
 

 

The hands-on training was done using medical mannequins, and the lungs and trachea 

from pigs (obtained from a butcher shop).  Instructors offered tips on opening airways, 

quick intubation, accessing limited airways, and helping pediatric patients and sedated 

individuals.  

This was just one of many continuing education courses the IFD provides for its 

personnel to ensure they stay updated with the latest information, knowledge and skills to 

be prepared for all the emergency situations they encounter. 

 

Summer Utility Assistance Available for the County’s Older Adults  

The Ohio Department of Development and the Cuyahoga County Division of Senior and 

Adult Services want to remind Ohioans that assistance is available to help with home 

energy bills.  

 

Ohio’s 2022 Home Energy Assistance Summer Crisis Program, which runs through 

September 30, provides income-eligible households assistance paying an electric utility 

bill or assistance paying for central air conditioning repairs.  

 

For more information and application assistance, please contact the Division of Senior 

and Adult Services at 216-420-6700 or visit dsas.cuyahogacounty.us. 
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In appreciation of all the hard work and planning by the city 

staff to make Home Days 2022 a success, Community Services 

Director Emily Thomas, and Assistant Director Amber Veverka 

hosted a thank you lunch at Kiwanis Pavilion today.  

It is always good to gather with friends and colleagues to share a 

meal and celebrate our accomplishments.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Home Days 2022 T-shirts are still available at the 

Community Services Desk at the Civic Center  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check Your Mailbox 

The September/October edition of the Community Spotlight 

was mailed to residents earlier this week.  If you have not 

received yours yet, you can always read the digital copy on 

the website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Finance Review  

Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Review for 
August 19, 2022 here. 
 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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